Home ventilator care.
The need for continuous home ventilatory care can arise when patients who are otherwise stable cannot be weaned from mechanical ventilatory support. Two cases are presented that show these patients can be cared for at home at a cost less than their care in the hospital. Before deciding on home ventilatory care for a patient, one should carefully consider all supportive measures, including drug therapy and psychosocial factors. The choice of home care equipment depends on many individualized considerations. The successful management of a patient on a home ventilator requires careful preparation, extensive home instruction, and continued follow-up by a home health care team.